
Institutional & Program
Learning Outcomes



1L e g a l  K n o w l e d g e

Graduates will acquire a comprehensive understanding of fundamental legal principles 

and theories relevant to their specific legal degree program.

2L e g a l  A p p l i c a t i o n

Graduates will develop critical reading, thinking, and communication skills important in 

all work related to the law, including the ability to competently apply principles of law to 

fact situations to inform resolution and counseling strategies, and the ability to 

communicate those strategies persuasively and professionally in both written and oral 

form. 

3E t h i c s ,  V a l u e s ,  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m

Graduates will demonstrate good judgment consistent with the legal profession's ethics, 

values, and duties to clients, the legal system, and society. 

4S e r v i c e  t o  J u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  R u l e  o f  L a w

 Graduates will attain skills for furthering the goal of impartial justice and protecting the 

rule of law. Through experience with diverse individuals, cultures, ideas, and 

perspectives, they will be encouraged to enhance justice through service to their 

communities and the public. 

5R e f l e c t i o n  a n d  S e l f - F u l f i l l m e n t

 Graduates will be able to reflect on their values, learning, and performance as these 

relate to their responsibilities as professionals to continuously learn, evolve, and 

achieve self-fulfillment.

At Monterey College of Law, our institutional learning outcomes are designed to cultivate the 
knowledge, skills, and professional values necessary for success in the legal field. These 
outcomes reflect our commitment to academic excellence, ethical responsibility, and the pursuit 
of justice, ensuring that graduates are well-prepared to meet the diverse challenges of legal 
practice and leadership in an evolving global society. Through rigorous coursework, experiential 
learning opportunities, and a focus on critical thinking and effective communication, we aim to 
produce competent, ethical, and reflective practitioners equipped to make meaningful 
contributions to their communities and the legal profession.

INSTITUTIONAL Learning Outcomes



At Monterey College of Law, our institutional learning outcomes serve as the 
foundation for all academic programs, providing a cohesive framework that guides the 
development of program-specific learning outcomes. These institutional outcomes 
reflect our core mission to cultivate knowledge, skills, and ethical values that prepare 
students for meaningful contributions to the legal profession and society. 

The program learning outcomes, whether for the Juris Doctor (JD), Master of Legal 
Studies (MLS), or Master of Laws (LL.M.) programs, are directly aligned with these 
overarching goals, translating them into specific competencies tailored to each 
program. 

At the course level, Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) are designed to reflect and 
support the PLOs of the respective programs. CLOs are aligned with PLOs through 
detailed curriculum mapping, ensuring that each course contributes to the 
development of skills and competencies outlined in the program-level outcomes. The 
alignment between ILOs, PLOs, and CLOs ensures a coherent and integrated learning 
experience across all programs. This systematic approach allows MCL to assess and 
enhance student achievement at every level, fostering continuous improvement and 
maintaining alignment with accreditation standards.
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The Juris Doctor (JD) program is designed to prepare students for the challenges 
and responsibilities of legal practice in a dynamic and diverse society. Our program 
learning outcomes emphasize the development of foundational legal knowledge, 
advanced analytical and problem-solving skills, and a deep commitment to ethical 
and professional responsibility.  

The JD program equips students to think critically, advocate effectively, and engage 
meaningfully with complex legal issues through academic study, practical training,
and opportunities for specialized focus. These outcomes reflect our dedication to 
producing competent, compassionate, and socially responsible legal professionals 
prepared to excel in a wide range of career paths and serve the broader interests of 
justice.

JD PROGRAM Learning Outcomes

JD Program Learning Outcomes

Doctrinal Knowledge

Professional Analytics 

Communication Skills

Students will master knowledge and understanding of
pertinent principles and theories of the law, their relationships, and their 
limitations.

Students will analyze the legal rules and principles applicable to a problem and 
formulate legal theories. Students will apply problem solving skills to diagnose a 
legal problem, generate alternative solutions, and develop a plan of action.

Students will communicate effectively, whether advocating, advising a client, 
eliciting information, or effectuating a legal transaction.

Professional Responsibility
Students will have knowledge and understanding of established standards 
related to a lawyer’s professional conduct including the ability to recognize and 
solve ethical issues and multicultural issues arising in practical situations.



The Master of Legal Studies (MLS) program is designed to provide professionals with 
a comprehensive understanding of legal principles and their application in a variety 
of industries and contexts. Our program learning outcomes focus on equipping 
students with the ability to analyze legal issues, interpret regulations, and apply 
legal reasoning to real-world challenges, all without requiring a Juris Doctor degree. 

Through a curriculum tailored to enhance critical thinking, effective communication, 
and ethical decision-making, the MLS program prepares graduates to navigate 
complex legal environments with confidence and competence. Whether advancing in 
their current careers or exploring new opportunities, MLS graduates are empowered 
to make informed decisions, mitigate risks, and contribute to their organizations in 
meaningful ways.

MLS PROGRAM Learning Outcomes

MLS Program Learning Outcomes

Legal Knowledge

Application of the Law

Research and Analysis

Demonstrate basic legal knowledge in the areas applicable to various business 
and management positions.

Apply the law as a tool for effective and ethical decision-making.

Demonstrate the ability to perform legal research and analysis necessary for 
work in a variety of legal and professional settings.

Professionalism
Effectively interact with attorneys regarding applying legal solutions to business 
and management.

Communication
Communicate information in a clear, concise, well-organized, and professional 
manner that is appropriate to the audience and the circumstances.



The Master of Laws (LL.M.) program is tailored for lawyers who have earned their 
first degree in law, either domestically or internationally and wish to deepen their 
expertise, broaden their understanding of the law in a global and comparative 
context, or prepare for the California bar exam. The program's learning outcomes 
emphasize the development of advanced legal knowledge, analytical reasoning, and 
specialized skills needed to navigate and address complex legal issues across 
diverse jurisdictions effectively.

Through academic coursework, opportunities for research, and engagement with 
diverse legal systems and perspectives, LL.M. graduates are well-prepared to excel 
in various legal environments, advance their careers, and contribute meaningfully to 
the legal profession and academia.

LL.M. PROGRAM Learning Outcomes

LL.M. Program Learning Outcomes

Doctrinal Knowledge

Legal Communication and Application

Professional Responsibility

Articulate substantive knowledge of legal theories and use in specialized or key 
areas tested on the California Bar Exam.

Demonstrate fluency with advanced American legal terminology through 
exposure to substantive texts, cases, statutes, and memoranda.

Apply knowledge of legal professionalism, ethics, and the responsibilities 
required of representatives of clients and officers of the court in California.

Research and Analysis
Demonstrate the ability to transfer previously learned legal concepts to those 
relevant to law in the United States and California.



Institutional to Program Learning Outcomes

Legal Knowledge: 
Graduates will 

comprehensively 
understand 

fundamental legal 
principles and 

theories relevant to 
their specific legal 

degree program.

Doctrinal 
Knowledge: 

Students will master 
knowledge and 

understanding of 
pertinent principles 
and theories of the 

law, their 
relationships, and 
their limitations.

Legal Knowledge: 
Demonstrate basic 
legal knowledge in 

the areas applicable 
to various business 
and management 

positions.

Doctrinal 
Knowledge: 

Articulate 
substantive 

knowledge of legal 
theories and use in 
specialized or key 
areas tested on the 

California Bar 
Exam.

ILO 1 JD PLO MLS PLO LLM PLO

Legal Application: 
Graduates will 
develop critical 

reading, thinking, 
and communication 
skills important in 
all work related to 
the law, including 

the ability to 
competently apply 
principles of law to 

fact situations to 
inform resolution 

and counseling 
strategies, and the 

ability to 
communicate those 

strategies 
persuasively and 
professionally in 
both written and 

oral form. 

Professional 
Analytics: Students 

will analyze the 
legal rules and 

principles 
applicable to a 
problem and 

formulate legal 
theories. Students 

will apply problem-
solving skills to 
diagnose a legal 

problem, generate 
alternative 

solutions, and 
develop a plan of 

action. 
AND 

Communication 
Skills: 

Students will 
communicate 

effectively, whether 
advocating, advising 

a client, eliciting 
information, or 

effectuating a legal 
transaction.

Application of the 
Law: Apply the law 

as a tool for 
effective and ethical 

decision-making. 
AND 

Research and 
Analysis:

Demonstrate the 
ability to perform 
legal research and 
analysis necessary 

for work in a variety 
of legal and 
professional 

settings. 

Research and 
Analysis: 

Demonstrate the 
ability to transfer 

previously learned 
legal concepts to 
those relevant to 
law in the United 

States and 
California.

ILO 2 JD PLO MLS PLO LLM PLO



Institutional to Program Learning Outcomes Cont.

Ethics, Values, and 
Professionalism: 

Graduates will 
demonstrate good 

judgment consistent 
with the legal 

profession's ethics, 
values, and duties to 

clients, the legal 
system, and society. 

Professional 
Responsibility: 

Students will know 
and understand 

established 
standards related to 

a lawyer’s 
professional 

conduct, including 
the ability to 

recognize and solve 
ethical issues and 

multicultural issues 
arising in practical 

situations.

Professionalism: 
Apply the law as a 
tool for effective 

and ethical decision-
making. 

AND 
Application of the 

Law: 
Effectively interact 

with attorneys 
regarding applying 

legal solutions to 
business and 
management.

Professional 
Responsibility: 

Apply knowledge of 
legal 

professionalism, 
ethics, and the 
responsibilities 

required of 
representatives of 
clients and officers 

of the court in 
California.

ILO 3 JD PLO MLS PLO LLM PLO

Service to Justice 
and the Rule of 

Law:
Graduates will 
attain skills for 

furthering the goal 
of impartial justice 
and protecting the 

rule of law. Through 
experience with 

diverse individuals, 
cultures, ideas, and 
perspectives, they 
will be encouraged 
to enhance justice 
through service to 
their communities 

and the public. 

Professional 
Responsibility: 

Students will know 
and understand 

established 
standards related to 

a lawyer’s 
professional 

conduct, including 
the ability to 

recognize and solve 
ethical issues and 

multicultural issues 
arising in practical 

situations.

Application of the 
Law: Apply the law 

as a tool for 
effective and ethical 

decision-making. 
AND 

Research and 
Analysis:

Demonstrate the 
ability to perform 
legal research and 
analysis necessary 

for work in a variety 
of legal and 
professional 

settings. 

Professional 
Responsibility:

Apply knowledge of 
legal 

professionalism, 
ethics, and the 
responsibilities 

required of 
representatives of 
clients and officers 

of the court in 
California.

ILO 4 JD PLO MLS PLO LLM PLO



Institutional to Program Learning Outcomes Cont.

Reflection and Self-
Fulfillment: 

Graduates will be 
able to reflect on 

their values, 
learning, and 

performance as 
these relate to their 
responsibilities as 
professionals to 

continuously learn, 
evolve, and achieve 

self-fulfillment.

Professional 
Responsibility: 

Students will know 
and understand 

established 
standards related to 

a lawyer’s 
professional 

conduct, including 
the ability to 

recognize and solve 
ethical issues and 

multicultural issues 
arising in practical 

situations.

Professionalism: 
Apply the law as a 
tool for effective 

and ethical decision-
making. 

 
 

Professional 
Responsibility: 

Apply knowledge of 
legal 

professionalism, 
ethics, and the 
responsibilities 

required of 
representatives of 
clients and officers 

of the court in 
California.

ILO 5 JD PLO MLS PLO LLM PLO



Achieving Outcomes from Education

CLOs from many 
courses add together to 
help students achieve 
the Program Learning 
Outcomes (PLOs) for 
their program of study 
(e.g., JD.)

Assessments help 
deliver CLOs as well as 
assess student 
performance. 
Summative 
Assessments primarily 
measure student 
attainment of CLOs, 
while Formative 
Assessments include 
feedback, and help 
deliver CLOs.

Institutional Learning 
Outcomes (ILOs), often 
quite global, should be 
achieved by all students 
of all programs, through 
attaining PLOs and 
CLOs.

Courses, the heart of 
each program, have 
CLOs students should 
attain by taking the 
course. Assessments 
measure the degree of 
that attainment.

Courses contain many 
assignments (e.g., 
writing) and activities 
(e.g. classes) designed 
to deliver CLOs.

ILO

PLO

CLO

Assessment

Learning 
Activity

Institutional learning outcomes form the foundation for every academic program, 
guiding the development of PLOs for the JD, MLS, and LLM. Course Learning 
Outcomes (CLOs) are then aligned with these PLOs through curriculum mapping, 
ensuring a coherent, integrated learning experience. 



Achieving Outcomes- Civil Procedure Example

PLO for JD Program: 
Students will master 
knowledge and 
understanding of
pertinent principles 
and theories of the 
law, their relationships, 
and their Limitations.

CLO for Civil 
Procedure: 
Contrast the 
traditional and modern 
bases for personal 
jurisdiction…

ILO for MCL: Legal 
Knowledge: Graduates 
will acquire a 
comprehensive 
understanding of 
fundamental legal 
principles
and theories relevant to 
their specific legal 
degree program.

Sample Learning 
Activities:
Week One: Chapter 2: 
Jurisdiction Over the 
Parties or Their 
Property  37-48

Week Two: Chapter 2 
(cont’d): 48-112

The Traditional Bases 
for Jurisdiction
Brief: Pennoyer v. 
Neff

Expanding the Bases 
of Personal 
Jurisdiction
Toward a New Theory 
of Jurisdiction
Brief: Int’l Shoe Co v 
Washington
The Growth of State 
Long-Arm Laws

ILO

PLO

CLO

Assessment

Learning 
Activity

Sample Assessment:
Week 4: Complete MBE 
Quiz 1 which will open 
Thursday evening. 
Please note, you will 
have exactly 30 
minutes to complete 
this quiz once you 
begin. There are 15 
multiple choice 
questions. Due before 
midnight on Sunday.

Civil Procedure course outcomes align with the JD PLOs by emphasizing essential 
legal knowledge, analytical reasoning, and practical skills, as well as ethical 
professional conduct. Students apply civil procedure rules to factual scenarios, 
diagnose problems, and propose solutions through case briefings, discussion 
boards, peer reviews, and multiple-choice exercises. 

These assessments, including standardized multiple choice quizzes (MCQs), 
support the JD PLOs while also promoting the Legal Application ILO. By integrating 
theoretical knowledge, practical skill-building, and ethical considerations, Civil 
Procedure ensures that students meet both course-level objectives and broader 
programmatic goals.


