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Question 1

Dachshund dog lover Doug and Persian cat lover Peter lived in the same neighborhood. One
day Doug was driving in the neighborhood, daydreaming, when his car drifted off the street and
partially onto the sidewalk in front of Peter's house. Right as Doug's car was going up over the curb
Peter's little boy pushed Peter's Persian cat out an upstairs window and the cat fell onto the
sidewalk, where Doug's car struck the cat, severely injuring it. Doug backed offthe sidewalk and
drove home.

Peter rushed out of his house, scooped up his cat and jumped in his car to take the cat to the
veterinary hospital. As he drove Peter saw Doug's dachshund dog, which was deaf, asleep in the
street ahead of him. Intent on getting his cat to the vet as soon as possible, Peter proceeded straight
ahead and, because it didn't move, hit Doug's dog, severely injuring the dog. From inside his house
Doug heard his dog yelp and ran out as Peter drove on. Doug scooped up his dog and jumped in his
car to take his dog to the veterinary hospital.

Doug and Peter arrived at the veterinary hospital parking lot at the same time. Peter exited
his car quickly, gripping a pen in his hand, intent on obtaining Doug's insurance information. As
Doug was exiting his car he saw Peter about 20 yards away looking angry, with his fist clenched.
Believing he was going to be punched by Peter, to prevent the attack Doug rushed Peter and
punched at him. Peter moved slightly to avoid the blow and Doug's punch missed his face but struck
the bill of Peter's baseball cap, which flew off Peter's head.

Staff members of the veterinary hospital rushed out, calmed down Doug and Peter, then
took both the cat and the dog in for treatment.

The next day, Peter downloaded video from his dashcam of Peter's car striking Doug's
dog. He sent the video, which he titled "deaf dog drama", to Doug just to spite him. The video
upset Doug greatly.

What are Peter's potential causes of action against Doug, and what are Doug's defenses, if
any? Discuss.

What are Doug's potential causes of action against Peter, and what are Peter's defenses, if
any? Discuss.
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Essay Question 2

Delores owned a doughnut shop. A local ordinance, adopted by the City Council to make the
town look more attractive, required that all store signs be at least 12 feet from the street. One day
Delores ignored the ordinance and placed her movable doughnut shop sign right at the curb. Potsy
drove up and parked in front of the doughnut shop. As he did so the passenger side mirror on his car
struck the sign. The mirror broke.

Potsy went into the doughnut shop to confront Delores about his broken mirror. Noone
was at the customer counter so Potsy walked behind the customer counter, through a door and into
the kitchen where the doughnuts were made each morning. As he stood next to some high shelves
holding pots and pans, Potsy called out for Delores. Suddenly Potsy was struck on the head and
fell down. He saw a large pan laying on the floor next to him and realized that he'd been struck on
the head with it somehow.

Delores, who had been in the employee restroom, heard the pan hit the floor and came
into the kitchen. She saw Potsy sitting on the floor next to the pan. "What are you doing in
here?'' she asked. Potsy was angry. He picked up the pan, stood up, and tossed it at Delores,
intending to hit her with it. Instead, the pan crashed into a large glass mixer on a shelf next to
Delores and destroyed the mixer.

After Potsy destroyed the mixer Delores ran out of the kitchen and closed the door behind
her, locking it from the outside so Potsy couldn't follow her. "Let me out," Potsy yelled. Potsy didn't
know it, but there was a storeroom attached to the kitchen and inside the storeroom there was an
unlocked door leading to a landing deck outside where suppliers brought the doughnut ingredients
each week.

Delores called the police from the customer counter telephone and thirty minutes later an
officer arrived, at which time Delores unlocked and opened the door for Potsy.

What are Potsy's potential causes of action against Delores, and what are her defenses, if
any? Discuss.

What are Delores's potential causes of action against Potsy, and what are his defenses, if
any? Discuss?
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